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of the prerogative right to create peers, moreover, would
normally mean that something like a, generation would
have to pass (supposing that in that generation the Labour
Party was continuously in power), before the majority of
the .hereditary electors were Labour; and even this
involves the assumption that the sons of all peers created
by the Labour • Governments accepted, when they suc-
ceeded to their titles, the views held by their fathers,
It involved putting the definition of a finance bill, not into
the hands of a person, like the Speaker, vowed to imparti-
ality, but into the hands of a committee, chosen on strict
party lines, in which it is almost inconceivable, also, that
there should not be a permanent Conservative majority*
It involved, also, the idea that so long as this second
chamber Was satisfactory to itself, there was to be no
constitutional method whereby its character was to be
changed.
It is not really very surprising that the proposals were
rejected, that, indeed, there was strong opposition to them
from among Lord Salisbury's own colleagues on the
Conservative side. They were, frankly, a method of keep-
ing the Conservative Party in permanent office by indirect
means. But, if less openly, that is the result reached by
almost any method of reform, direct election apart, which
is advocated from the Conservative side. The purely
nominated senate of all the talents, chosen either for life
or for a term of years, would be a necessarily Conservative
body, at least as to its majority, unless it were admitted
that a practical equality of view should obtain from the
outset; retired soldiers and sailors, ex-civil servants, and
ambassadors of the administrative division, presidents of
the British Federation of Industries, even presidents of
the British Academy and the Royal Society, are not very
likely to hold Socialist opinions. But it is \pretty certain
no

